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Abstract: This article considers the main modern tendencies, approaches and 
guidelines in the interaction between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Russian 
Federation in cultural and humanitarian sphere on the example of cooperation in the 
sphere of science and education. The urgency of this issue is connected with the 
noticeable intensification of partnership between Uzbekistan and Russia in 2017-
2019 and the necessity to sum up its first results in the field of education and science 
in order to find the most effective ways to improve the quality and depth of 
educational reforms carried out in Uzbekistan, further deepening of bilateral strategic 
partnership, development of human capital and the growth of innovation potential of 
the country. Quantitative and qualitative methods of analysis and personal 
observations were used. In the article the cooperation between Russia and RU in the 
field of education and science is highlighted within the framework of comprehensive 
deepening of strategic partnership between two countries and implementation of 
scientific and educational reforms in Uzbekistan, which requires strengthening and 
expansion of foreign relations in the field of science and education, in matters of 
advanced training of teaching staff. The study found that the dynamics of growing 
ties in the field of education between the Russian Federation and Uzbekistan are 
largely similar to those of interstate relations as a whole. There is a need for intensive 
work to strengthen contacts in such areas as attracting young people to the exact 
sciences, joint scientific research, student exchanges, joint conferences, etc. 
Key words: Uzbekistan, Russia, cooperation, higher education, science, 
interaction, new staff.  
 
Introduction  
High level of interaction and sustainable indicators of economic, cultural and 
scientific cooperation are perhaps the main objectives in bilateral relations between 
the countries. Uzbekistan and Russia have already achieved many objectives of 
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bilateral cooperation and continue successful partnership in various spheres 
[Talipova, 2016]. One of the priority areas of Russian-Uzbek cooperation is 
cooperation in science and education, which is an important component of the entire 
complex of Russian-Uzbek relations. The urgency of this issue is related to the 
marked intensification of partnership between Uzbekistan and Russia in 2017-2019 
and the need to summarize its first results in the field of education and science.  
Let us highlight the following factors that unite both countries at the current 
stage of development and allow to demonstrate the relevance of the study:  
− Security problems in the Central Asian region related to the penetration of 
extremism and the increase in drug trafficking from the south, an important role in 
this matter has an important role in coordinating joint measures to counteract 
terrorism, extremism, especially radicalization among young people. 
− Economic proximity and complementarity. Both countries face similar 
economic problems: in particular, in Russia inflation rose by about 4.3% in 2018 
[Russian Ministry of Economic Development, 2018] and in Uzbekistan by 8.1% over 
the same period [State Committee on Statistics of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 2018]. 
National economies are closely interconnected and complementary, as evidenced by 
the consistently high level of trade. Uzbekistan is the fourth largest CIS member in 
terms of trade with Russia. At present, Russian investments in Uzbekistan's economy 
exceed $8.5 billion (Figure 1) [Izvestia uz, 2017]. 
− Mobility of the population. Russians (over 1.2 million people) and other 
Slavic peoples are one of the largest ethnic groups in Uzbekistan, with a population 
of over 33 million. The Russian Federation has more than 3.4 million citizens of 
Uzbekistan and the Russian Federation remains the main foreign labour market for 
Uzbek citizens. In 2018, Uzbekistan was the leader in terms of the number of 
migrants in the Russian Federation; between January and September 2018, 1,573,791 
people entered Russia for work purposes. [eadaily.com/ru/news, 2018].  
− Cultural and linguistic community. For many decades the countries have been 
united by the Russian language, which is a means of inter-ethnic communication. The 
Russian Cultural Centre is active in Uzbekistan, and there are 676 schools with 
Russian as the language of instruction, where more than 250,000 students are taught. 
Every year, 40-45 textbooks and 1.0-1.2 million copies of educational literature are 
published in Russian, 85 newspapers and 52 magazines are published in Russian. 
These are periodicals, independent and entertaining publications; their circulation is 
increasing; Russian-language programs are broadcast on television and radio 
channels in Uzbekistan; and 16 non-State radio stations currently broadcast 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, in both Uzbek and Russian [Khamdamov Y., 2012]. 
− General problems, such as the traditional system of education inherited from 
the Soviet period, related to the need to update the principles of presentation of 
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educational material, the changing role of the teacher in the educational process, the 
need to introduce innovative technologies into the educational process, the need to 
equip educational institutions with computers and modern equipment. The unifying 
factor is also the common problem of «brain drain» and lack of professional staff in 
both countries.  
 
Fig. 1. Dynamics of large partner countries in the foreign trade turnover of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan (million US dollars) 
 
However, there are still a number of problems that still need to be solved in the 
education system, especially in secondary and higher education.  
First, there is a huge unmet demand for educational services in Uzbekistan. This 
is due to the limited capital and teaching resources of educational institutions, while 
the population is growing. According to the Ministry of Higher and Secondary 
Special Education, in 2018 only 10% of applicants entered higher education 
institutions. As a result, approximately 27,000 students left to study in foreign 
educational institutions.  
Secondly, Uzbekistan's main higher education institutions are concentrated in 
Tashkent, and therefore citizens of remote regions often do not have the opportunity 
to study there. 
 Third, foreign universities have modern courses and programmes that are 
expensive for our citizens to study in. 
The above factors confirm the urgency and task of consolidating the strategic 
partnership between Russia and the Republic of Uzbekistan under new conditions. 
In today's conditions, there is a special need to stimulate educational, research 
and innovation activities, to create mechanisms for putting its achievements into 
practice. Accordingly, there is a growing demand for highly qualified personnel and 
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scientific research in all areas of the national economy, which together can not only 
lead the country out of the current crisis situation, but also contribute to the growth of 
power and status of the Republic in the world arena. In this regard, the Strategy for 
the Further Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021 outlined 
specific measures for the development of education and science. The document 
stresses that the main goal is «development of human capital as the main factor 
determining the level of competitiveness of the country in the world arena and its 
innovative progress» [8]. Russia is the most convenient partner in terms of territorial, 
cultural and economic proximity, availability of modern educational literature and 
scientific personnel that is understandable and accessible to the Uzbeks.  
The review and analysis of the main current trends, directions and new 
approaches in the sphere of interaction in education and science as one of the main 
directions in the volume of cultural and humanitarian relations between the Russian 
Federation and the Republic of Uzbekistan is the purpose of this article. 
In this work, cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan in the field of 
education and science is highlighted as a component part of the tasks of 
comprehensive deepening the strategic partnership between the two countries and the 
implementation of scientific and educational reforms in Uzbekistan. The article takes 
a new perspective on the scale, causes and first consequences of such partnership, 
using previously unused sources, publications and data from the media and 
international organizations. 
The new interrelationships that have emerged in the educational segment of the 
cultural and humanitarian sphere are studied on the basis of an interdisciplinary 
approach and comparative analysis, including methods of dialectical, comparative 
and structural and functional analysis. 
Literature review  
The topical issues of cooperation between Uzbekistan and the Russian 
Federation are considered in the works of both Russian and Uzbek social scientists. 
Conditionally, they can be divided into 2 parts: studies in 2008-2016 and studies from 
2016 to the present.  
2008-2016 
The researches in this period concerned the issues of economics, cultural-
humanitarian and intergovernmental, innovative cooperation. The main areas of 
economic cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan in which innovative 
approaches to economic development were studied at regional and interuniversity 
conferences [Matnazarov J., Grechenkova O.Yu.: 2012, Isokhuzhayeva M.Y., 2014]. 
The scientists covered the issues of bilateral economic cooperation and prospects of 
cooperation in the fuel industry of Uzbekistan and Russia, the current issues of 
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bilateral economic cooperation [A.A. Abduvaliev: 2014], [Mironova D.D., Terent'eva 
A.M.:2016], [Shadiev F.A.: 2015].  
In Talipova N.T.'s works the historical aspects of development were studied 
[Talipova N.T.:2014], the scientific analysis of objective trends in the development of 
the foreign economy of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the aspect of strategic 
partnership with the Russian Federation was conducted, as well as the high level of 
interaction and sustainable indicators of economic, cultural and scientific cooperation 
were studied [Talipova N.T.:2016]. The main tendencies of development of foreign 
economic cooperation, a great attention to foreign economic cooperation, 
liberalization of foreign trade and mechanisms to reduce trade barriers as factors of 
regional integration, as well as the activities of joint ventures operating in the 
territory of Uzbekistan were highlighted by a number of authors, as a result, 
identified the main trends and prospects for further cooperation, as well as presented 
proposals to strengthen cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan. [Ziyadullaev 
N.S., Ziyadullaev U.S., Talipova N.T.:2016]. Some authors considered the state and 
prospects of investment cooperation between Uzbekistan and Russia [Beregovyh 
T.V., Saifullaev U.M.: 2016], the role of Russia in the development of industrial 
sectors in Uzbekistan [Shermukhamedov A.T.: 2016], the strategic cooperation of 
Uzbekistan with Russia in energy and transport sectors [Shermukhamedov A.T.: 
2016]. 
A number of researchers have carried out in-depth research on the status and 
parameters of the comprehensive expansion of interstate, intergovernmental and 
innovation cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan. [Ionova E.P.:2009], [Rudov 
G.A.:2012], [Veshkurova A.B.:2013], [Isohujaeva M.Y.: 2019], [Saipova 
K.D.:2015], [Mahmudova M.M.:2015] and many others.  
The issues of mutually beneficial cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan in 
the field of cultural-humanitarian and interfaith interaction were considered in the 
works of Rashidova F.S., Mansur M.T. [Rashidova F.S.: 2012], [Mansur M.T.: 
2015], [Bokoholova N.M., Maksumov M.F.: 2008]. The role of international 
cooperation in professional development of pedagogical staff was also studied by a 
number of scientists - B.E. Hasanov [Hasanov B.E.:2010], practical and innovative 
models of international cooperation in higher education system of Uzbekistan were 
covered by S.U. Khojaniyazov, K.D. Saipova [Hodzhaniyazov S.U.:2012], [Saipova 
K.D.:2015]. 
2nd stage - from 2017 - up to the present time 
During this period, the research mainly touched upon the issues of economic and 
foreign policy interaction. From 2017 to the present day, there have been a number of 
studies, most of which relate to economic interaction between Russia and Uzbekistan. 
Nevertheless, the main trends and prospects for further cooperation, conceptual 
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directions of trade and economic cooperation and deepening of relations between 
Uzbekistan and Russia in the context of modern foreign policy and foreign economic 
tensions were identified in the works of a number of scientists [Orozbaeva A.B., 
Kemelbekov A.A.: (2017)], [Goryunov I.D.: 2018], [Miagkov V.Yu.: 2018], 
[Isokhuzhayeva M.Y., 2019]. By the example of relations between Russia and 
Uzbekistan the impact of investment cooperation on the state economic management 
was studied [Varvarina A.E.: (2017). There were considered the issues of 
development of cultural and humanitarian ties [Makhmutkhodjaeva, L.S., Talipova 
N.T.: (2019)], the analysis of the development of the foundations of military 
cooperation was carried out in the works published in foreign journals [Rosimova 
E.Y.: 2017].  
Important sources of the investigated problem are the works devoted to the 
prospects of cooperation between Uzbekistan and Russia in the field of tourism 
[Kurbanova M.H., Najmiddinov S.N.:2018] and education [Batyrova M.A.: 2018]. 
As we can see, the scientific literature on the history of Uzbek-Russian relations 
is quite widely represented, often the subject of research by modern scientists, but it 
should be noted that the direction of cooperation in education and science in the 
period from 2017 has not yet been studied. Moreover, the analysis of existing 
literature has shown a practical lack of scientific literature devoted to the analysis of 
cooperation in science and education, a gap that this work seeks to fill. 
Metodology 
New stage of strategic partnership between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the 
Russian Federation 
The strategic significance and political potential of Uzbekistan point to the fact 
that the state objectively has special responsibility for the Central Asian region, and 
the optimal way to solve the existing problems in the relations between the states of 
the region is through interaction between the countries. Located in the heart of 
Central Asia, Uzbekistan, on the one hand, has rich natural resources, manpower, 
cultural diversity and a favorable strategic location, which serves as a powerful 
springboard for the development of the country's economy. On the other hand, the 
country has no direct access to seaports and is far away from many global economic 
centers. Geo-strategic and trade-economic relations between Russia and Uzbekistan 
are mainly shaped taking into account a number of critical factors: 
First, the historical ties between Uzbekistan and Russia (becoming part of the 
former Soviet Union). 
Secondly, geostrategic - in modern conditions, the development of relations 
between the Russian Federation and the countries of the Central Asian region is 
important, because with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the post-Soviet space has 
acquired an entirely new geopolitical and geostrategic significance. 
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Third, geographical - Russia and Uzbekistan have a relatively favorable 
transport and geographical location. 
Fourthly, modernization - both countries are implementing reforms aimed at 
forming market mechanisms of economic management and modernization, rational 
use of the rich natural and economic potential. 
Fifth, Euro-Asian civilization and a secular way of life. 
Sixth, ethnocultural - ethnic Russians live in Uzbekistan and occupy a certain 
place in social and industrial activities [Presidential Decree №UP-4947, 2017].  
Seventh, linguistic - for many years Russian has been a means of 
communication for citizens of both countries, a way of access to world science and 
literature. 
These factors largely determine the national interests of Russia in the 
development of strategic and trade and economic relations with Uzbekistan.  
A compilation of official statements, press materials and the opinions of scholars 
and specialists made it possible to formulate the following goals and interests of 
Uzbekistan in cooperation with Russia: ensuring political, economic and social 
stability on the basis of partnership of states; the right of unimpeded transit through 
the territory of Russia; the use of Russia's support and influence for military needs, 
the creation of a buffer zone for protection from various threats coming from the 
south; the use of Russia's scientific and educational potential in reforming the Soviet 
Union; and the use of scientific and educational resources for the development of 
strategic and trade relations with Uzbekistan.  
At present, about 200 interstate, intergovernmental and interdepartmental 
agreements regulating communications in various fields constitute the legal and 
contractual basis for Russian-Uzbek cooperation. Uzbekistan and Russia are 
cooperating fruitfully within such international structures as the UN, SCO and CIS.  
Although relations with Russia were strategic in nature, they were not elevated 
to the rank of national priorities until 2017 and were developing unevenly. Only in 
recent years did stable and sustainable growth emerge. 
The changes that have taken place on the political map of the world, related to 
the issues of geopolitics and globalization have prompted the leadership of the two 
countries to optimize interaction, which was expressed in the signing of a number of 
agreements and documents, signed during the Russian-Uzbek negotiations at the 
highest level, as well as agreements reached within the Forum of Interregional 
Cooperation «Uzbekistan – Russia» in Tashkent (October 19, 2018), as a result of 
which the leaders signed a large package of documents on large-scale cooperation 
between two countries.  
The advantages of globalization are determined by the economic benefits that 
are derived from the use of advanced scientific and technological, technological and 
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qualification level of the leading in the relevant areas of foreign countries in other 
countries. In these cases, the introduction of new solutions takes place in a short time 
and at relatively low cost. At the same time, globalization contributes to aggravating 
international competition [Isokhuzhayeva, 2014]. 
It should be concluded that the interstate cooperation between Uzbekistan and 
Russia is currently witnessing a new stage, in which our countries, in fact, have 
drawn up a detailed plan of cooperation for many decades ahead. 
Results 
Cooperation in science 
In modern conditions, Uzbekistan is successfully developing cooperation with 
the Russian Federation in the field of science through bilateral scientific and practical 
conferences, seminars, joint scientific projects and educational centers. 
On a regular basis, our countries hold bilateral scientific and practical 
international conferences involving a large number of scientists and teachers from 
Russia and Uzbekistan on scientific and humanitarian cooperation.  
In particular, in October 2017, an international conference entitled «Historical 
and cultural ties between Russia and Uzbekistan and the prospects for humanitarian 
cooperation in the modern period» was held at the Lomonosov Tashkent State 
Pedagogical University. In particular, in October 2017, the international conference 
«Historical and cultural ties between Russia and Uzbekistan and prospects for 
humanitarian cooperation in the modern period» was held at the Nizami Tashkent 
State Pedagogical University, co-organized by Orenburg State University and the 
Autonomous Nonprofit Organization «Commonwealth of the Peoples of Eurasia» 
with the support of the Representative Office of Rossotrudnichestvo; in November 
2017, the Tashkent branch of the Lomonosov Moscow State University held an 
international conference on «New horizons of strategic partnership between 
Uzbekistan and Russia: economy, security, humanitarian dialogue», where heads of 
ministries and departments of our country, members of the Russian delegation spoke.  
Cooperation between sociologists of Uzbekistan and Russia is actively 
developing; a scientific and practical seminar on «Actual problems of studying public 
opinion: theory, methods, practice» was held in Tashkent, attended by researchers 
from the «Izhtimoi fikr» Centre for the Study of Public Opinion of Uzbekistan and 
the Russian Centre for the Study of Public Opinion, representatives of higher 
educational institutions, government agencies and the mass media (October 2018). At 
the end of the seminar, as part of the renewed cooperation agreement, an exhibition 
entitled «Russia Surprises» is planned to be held on a special project of the Russian 
Centre for the Study of Public Opinion in Uzbekistan on the basis of the «Ijtimoii 
fikr» Centre, to explore the possibility of implementing such a popular science 
project for Uzbekistan, and also to hold a special field session of the sociological 
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school of the Russian Centre for the staff of the «Ijtimoii fikr» and young researchers 
from other organizations and higher education institutions of Uzbekistan in the spring 
of 2019.  
Important for scientific cooperation of our countries is the project of radio 
astronomical observatory on Suffa Plateau, which is carried out by the Academies of 
Sciences of both countries together with the Centre for Science and Technology 
under the Cabinet of Ministers of Uzbekistan. In October 2018 the project was 
implemented by the Academy of Sciences of both countries together with the Centre 
for Science and Technology under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. Presidents of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan B. Yuldashev and 
the Russian Academy of Sciences Sergeev signed a plan of action and a road map for 
the establishment of an international research organization «International Radio 
Organization of the Suffa Observatory», are negotiating an agreement with MSU on 
the joint operation of the Maidanak Observatory on Mount Maidanak in 
Kashkadarya, Uzbekistan. Currently, cooperation is being established as part of the 
creation of a national system of space communications, and Uzbekistan is 
considering the possibility of joining the joint launch of a satellite with Kazakhstan, 
which will provide high-speed Internet, telephony and TV and radio broadcasting.  
In researching cooperation in the field of science, it is necessary to note the 
importance of opening the Interdisciplinary Scientific and Educational Center 
"Lomonosov - Mirzo Ulugbek" at the National University of Uzbekistan named after 
Mirzo Ulugbek on October 18, 2018. To date, this is the only scientific and 
educational center in Uzbekistan, in the current situation, when ties between 
Uzbekistan and Russia are so intensively developing - it will greatly help in training 
graduate students, masters in currently in demand specialties. It is planned that the 
Lomonosov - Mirzo Ulugbek Scientific and Educational Center should become a 
venue for educational projects and initiatives, scientific seminars and conferences 
with involvement of young scientists from universities of both countries. It can be 
assumed that the activities of this project will be effective and in demand for building 
new long-term scientific ties between the Mirzo Ulugbek National University of 
Uzbekistan and the Lomonosov Moscow State University.  
Thus, we see that the holding of joint conferences, seminars, organization of 
educational centers and work on joint scientific projects allow not only to strengthen 
the historical ties between Russia and Uzbekistan, but also provide an opportunity to 
reach a new qualitative level of scientific interaction between our countries, to see 
common ground in concrete scientific research. 
Discussions 
Cooperation in education 
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Cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan in the field of education includes 
such directions as projects and programs of «Rossotrudnichestvo» in Uzbekistan, 
activities of branches of Russian universities, opening of new branches, joint faculties 
and educational programs, systematic work carried out to popularize the Russian 
language, as well as programs for training and retraining of secondary school 
teachers. 
For example, every year «Rossotrudnichestvo» implements projects and 
programs in Uzbekistan aimed at exporting Russian education, promoting 
international scientific cooperation, attracting foreign nationals to study in Russia, 
and cooperating with graduates of Russian universities. Every year, the Russian 
Centre for Science and Culture in Tashkent prepares students for admission to 
Russian universities and recruits them for courses at the Russian Centre for Science 
and Culture in Tashkent (September, 2018).  
Today Uzbekistan is one of the first CIS countries in terms of the number of 
students studying in Russian universities, where more than 25 thousand students from 
Uzbekistan study. There has been an increase in the admission quotas for Uzbek 
applicants to Russian universities (see Fig. 2). 
 
Fig. 2. Increasing the admission quotas for applicants from Uzbekistan to 
Russian universities. 
 
The activity of branches of Russian universities in Uzbekistan is a great 
importance for active cooperation between Russia and Uzbekistan in the field of 
higher education. At present, there are more than ten branches of Russian universities 
and joint faculties in Uzbekistan. The first branch of the Russian higher education 
institution in Uzbekistan was the Tashkent branch of the Plekhanov Russian 
Economics University, established by Order No. 1356 of the Ministry of Education of 
the Russian Federation dated 28 March 2001. The main activities of the branch are 
training highly qualified economists with higher education, retraining and advanced 
training of existing specialists, research and consulting activities in the field of 
personnel management, labor economics, social protection, etc. The graduates of the 
branch are awarded a diploma of graduation from the Plekhanov Russian University 
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of Economics, which is a document on higher education in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, recognized by specialists of the world's leading universities, certified by 
the UNESCO Commission and the Bologna Convention. During its existence, the 
branch has graduated more than 3400 bachelors and masters, which confirms the 
demand for graduates in the regional labor market. A significant merit of the branch 
is its staff, more than 70,0% of the total number of teachers have doctoral and 
candidate degree. For the development of effective activity of the branch in Tashkent 
in accordance with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan the 
Rector of the Republican Economic University named after G.V. Plekhanov 
Professor V.Grishin was awarded the state award of Uzbekistan - the Order 
«Dustlik». 
The second Russian branch, which opened in Uzbekistan in September 2006, is 
a branch of the Lomonosov Moscow State University. The total area of the branch is 
540m, it is equipped with distance learning classrooms, a conference hall for 220 
people, a training room, a studio, 4 flow and 11 classrooms, 3 language laboratories, 
the branch has an information and resource center, 6 computer science classrooms, 
training laboratories. Currently, the Lomonosov Moscow State University branch in 
Tashkent has two departments - applied mathematics and a psychology department; 
more than 60 invited foreign specialists participate in the educational and scientific 
process of the branch; it should be noted that Uzbekistan leads in the number of 
applicants for study at Moscow State University. 
On 13 January 2007, the President of Uzbekistan issued a decree on the 
organization of the activities of the branch of the Gubkin Russian State University of 
Oil and Gas in Tashkent. The branch is equipped with modern teaching and 
laboratory equipment, computer and other office equipment, an information and 
resource center designed to store 100,000 books, more than four thousand books on 
electronic media, 38 computerized places of access to information resources, 
educational and methodological literature, electronic copies of textbooks can be used 
in other technical universities in Tashkent, at the service of students about 100 
brochures with scientific articles of those who stood at the origin of the oil and gas 
industry. Advanced teaching and information technologies and the latest 
achievements in science and higher education have been introduced into the teaching 
process at the branch. Teachers in Uzbekistan and Russia provide training, and 
modern technologies help students to better understand the material they are 
studying, and allow them to hold teleconferences and tele-seminars. It should be 
noted that the diploma of I.M. Gubkin Russian State University of Oil and Gas issued 
to the graduates of the branch is recognized as a higher education document of the 
University [Nazarov R.R.]. 
"Science and Education" Scientific Journal Volume 1 Issue 1
378 www.openscience.uz
In September 2018, a branch of the Moscow National Research Technological 
University of Steel and Alloys began operating in Almalyk. At the same time, a joint 
faculty with the Ural State University of Economics was opened at Tashkent State 
Economic University. 
Speaking about cooperation with Russia, President Mirziyoyev emphasized the 
role of Russian branches in the development of higher education: «I would like to 
note the successful activities in Uzbekistan of branches of Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, Gubkin Russian State 
University of Oil and Gas, which make a worthy contribution to training highly 
qualified personnel for our countries. I would like to emphasize that we are interested 
in further development of ties with Russian higher education institutions and research 
centers». 
The new phase in cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Republic 
of Uzbekistan in the field of education began in 2018. On 19 October 2018 the 
Ministers of Higher and Secondary Special Education of Uzbekistan and Science and 
Higher Education of the Russian Federation signed an agreement between the 
governments on the establishment and operation of a number of new branches of 
Russian higher education organizations in Uzbekistan, it was decided that in order to 
improve the conditions for the functioning of Russian higher education institutions in 
Uzbekistan, they will be granted tax benefits and preferences, the procedure for their 
registration will be simplified, and mechanisms of public-private partnership will be 
introduced. In 2018, agreements were signed to open 6 more branches of Russian 
universities in Uzbekistan from 2019-2020 academic year: 
− between the rectors of the University of World Economy and Diplomacy and 
the Moscow State Institute of International Relations to establish a branch of 
MGIMO in Uzbekistan; 
− a branch of the National Nuclear Research University, the Moscow 
Engineering Physics Institute; 
− a branch of the Mendeleev Russian Chemical and Technological University; 
and the Moscow State Institute of International Relations; 
− a branch of the National Research University, the Moscow Power 
Engineering Institute;  
− Gerasimov Moscow State Institute of Cinematography; 
− a branch of the A. Pushkin State Institute of Russian Language and Russian 
language centres on the basis of higher education institutions that specialize in 
Russian language and literature (see Fig. 3. Dynamics of opening branches of 
Russian higher education institutions in Uzbekistan). 
In 2019, as a result of the contracts signed, several branches were opened in 
Uzbekistan, such as MISIS, the MIFI Nuclear University, the Moscow State Institute 
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of International Relations (MGIMO), the Russian State University of Physical 
Culture, Sports, Youth and Tourism and the Mendeleev University of Chemical 
Technology «MPEI». 
The Samarkand branch of the Russian State University of Physical Culture, 
Sport, Youth and Tourism of the Russian State University of Physical Culture, Sport, 
Youth and Tourism was established by Presidential Decision No. PP-4311 of 8 May 
2019. 
The purpose of opening branches of Russian universities is further development 
and improvement of training of highly qualified personnel with higher education, 
creation of conditions for realization and effective use of potential of gifted youth in 
social and economic development of the country, expansion of international 
cooperation in higher education. In addition to the branches of Russian universities, 
dozens of joint faculties and educational programs will also be opened in Uzbekistan.  
Representatives of more than 80 Russian universities, as well as heads of 
relevant ministries and departments took part in the first educational forum «New 
Personnel for New Economy» held in Tashkent in October 2018. Its result was the 
signing of about 150 agreements on cooperation between leading higher education 
institutions of two countries, behind each of which there are «road maps» on creation 
of branches, joint faculties, scientific and educational programs. The International 
Education Forum has become a source of new impulses that contribute to improving 
the quality of training, development and improvement of educational and scientific 
processes in the system of interaction between potential partner universities, its goal 
was to significantly strengthen cooperation between our countries in higher education 
and science, contributing to the deepening of interstate interaction as a whole. As part 
of the Forum, an important stage of cooperation in the field of education between 
Russia and Uzbekistan began - a Cooperation Agreement was signed between the 
Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
and Lomonosov Moscow State University, agreements were concluded between the 
Council of Rectors of Higher Education Institutions of Uzbekistan and the Russian 
Union of Rectors, agreements on the establishment of an interdisciplinary scientific 
and educational center between the National University of Uzbekistan and Moscow 
State University, and a number of other agreements were announced. 
One of the priority languages for Uzbekistan today is Russian, and the Uzbek 
State University of World Languages is doing a great job to popularize Russian. 
Interest in Russian has always been strong, but now it is steadily growing. In 2018, 
the first year of the Russian Philology Department will see more than three hundred 
students studying, three times more than two years ago. In order to popularize the 
Russian language and culture as important elements of world civilization and to 
strengthen mutual understanding between peoples, a year ago the first Russian 
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Language Center was opened at the University with the support of the Representative 
Office of «Rossotrudnichestvo». Within the framework of the conceptual approach to 
cooperation, the University of World Languages is actively implementing agreements 
with leading Russian universities, such as Moscow State Linguistic University, 
Vladimir State University, Kalmykia State University, Kalmykia State University 
named after M.V. Lomonosov, Moscow State University of the Russian Federation, 
Moscow State University of the Russian Federation, Moscow State University of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow State Pedagogical University, Moscow State 
Pedagogical University, Moscow State University of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow State Pedagogical University, Moscow State Pedagogical 
University, Moscow State Pedagogical University, Moscow State Pedagogical 
University, and others. Moscow State Linguistic University, Vladimir State 
University, Kalmyk State University named after B. Gorodovikov, Pushkin Institute 
of Russian Language. Within the framework of the International Educational Forum 
in October 2018 the University of World Languages prepared for signing new 
agreements on cooperation with the Astrakhan State University, Kurgan State 
University, Nizhny Novgorod State University, according to the agreement, there will 
be joint work on conducting joint research projects, lectures, organization of social, 
cultural and scientific events, etc.. As we can observe, there is a positive dynamics in 
the partnership between Republic of Uzbekistan and Russian universities: from 2001 
to 2019, only 11 branches of Russian universities started their activities in Uzbekistan 
(Figure 3), mentioned in Table 1: 
 
Fig.3. Dynamics of opening branches of Russian universities in Uzbekistan 
 
 




Years  Branches 
2001  Tashkent Branch of the G.V. Plekhanov Russian University of Economics  
2006  Branch of the Lomonosov Moscow State University 
2007  Branch of the Gubkin Russian State University of Oil and Gas in Tashkent 
2018  Dranch of Moscow National Research Technological University of Steel and 
Alloys in Almalyk  
Joint faculty of the Ural State University of Economics at Tashkent State 
University of Economics 
2019  began functioning: 
Samarkand branch of the Russian State University of Physical Culture, 
Sport, Youth and Tourism (RSUFKSMT); 
Branch of the Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO); 
Branch of the National Nuclear Research University, Moscow Institute of 
Engineering and Physics (MIFI); 
Branch of the Russian Mendeleev University of Chemistry and Technology 
(RKTI); 
Branch of the National Research University - Moscow Power Engineering 
Institute (MPEI);  
Branch of the All-Russian State Institute of Cinematography named after D. 
Mendeleyev (RCTI); 
Branch of the National Research University - Moscow Energy Institute 
(MPEI);  
Branch of the All-Russian State Institute of Cinematography named after D. 
Mendeleyev;  
Branch of the National Research University - Moscow Energy Institute; 
Branch of the National Research University - Moscow Energy Institute 
(MPEI);  
Branch of the All-Russian State Institute of Cinematography named after 
S.A. Gerasimov (VGIK); 
Branch of the A. Pushkin State Institute of Russian Language; 
as well as new joint faculties, centers of the Russian language and 
educational programs 
Table 1. Branches of Russian higher education institutions in Uzbekistan by year 
 
A topical issue for Uzbekistan is the lack of qualified staff for general education 
schools; Uzbekistan and Russia intend to develop cooperation in training teachers for 
secondary schools. In this regard, the leadership of the Ministry of Public Education 
of Uzbekistan held talks with the Russian delegation in September 2018 and 
discussed the establishment of cooperation in education between Uzbekistan and 
Russia. Given the current shortage of teachers in Uzbekistan, especially in Russian-
speaking schools, it was proposed to establish cooperation with Russian educational 
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institutions for the training and retraining of teachers in Uzbekistan, to cooperate 
within the Pushkin Institute partnership network, which provides an opportunity to 
train highly qualified teachers of the Russian language. Within the framework of this 
cooperation, it was proposed to send young people from Uzbekistan for training in 
pedagogical areas [K.H. Abdurakhmanov, L.S. Mahmutkhojaeva, N.H. Khakimov, 
2019].  
Higher education is a fundamental component of human capital; competitive 
education is directly related to the reform processes in Uzbekistan. In this regard, the 
main direction is to stimulate research and innovation activities in higher education, 
which create conditions for the dynamic development of society and improve the 
quality of the process of training competitive personnel, wide involvement of gifted 
young people in higher education, strengthening the scientific potential of higher 
educational and scientific institutions, which is the main factor in the innovative 
development of the country [Isokhuzhayeva, 2019]. At the current stage, the 
development of education in Uzbekistan, its internationalization and the growth of 
human capital are strategic tasks that directly affect the country's future prosperity 
and the sustainable growth of the economy, science, culture and other sectors. The 
internationalization of education is becoming an important factor in the 
modernization of the country's economy. Foreign internships, dual diploma programs 
and joint modules not only make it possible to improve the quality of education but 
should also serve as an important source of attracting new technologies and 
knowledge into the economy. The basis for joint cooperation should be the 
development of master's and postgraduate programs, the mutual management of 
postgraduate students and the possibility of joint publications for scientists from the 
two countries. Close scientific and educational cooperation with the Russian 
Federation plays a huge role in this process. 
As we can see, the expansion of international cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and Russia in the field of education and its concretization is the main result of the 
systematic activities of the countries in this direction and leads to the creation of a 
single educational, scientific, intellectual and creative space. 
Conclusions  
Thus, assessing the current partnership between Russia and Uzbekistan, we 
observe its steady growth and come to the following conclusions: 
Firstly, cooperation in the field of education science has been significantly 
intensified since 2017 and now there is a steady trend towards further progress in this 
direction of cooperation between Uzbekistan and Russia. 
Secondly, the country is successfully implementing the tasks in the area of 
reforming science and education outlined in the Strategy for the Further Development 
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of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021 and cooperation with the Russian Federation in these 
areas is providing significant assistance in their implementation.  
Third, joint Uzbek-Russian conferences and scientific projects have been 
instrumental in reforming science. 
Fourthly, there has been a positive trend in Uzbekistan's partnership with 
Russian institutions of higher learning, reflected in the increased presence of Russian 
branches in Uzbekistan. The opening of new Russian educational institutions in 
Uzbekistan serves to further increase and expand the qualified staff in the country. 
Despite a significant increase in science and education activities, the following 
shortcomings still exist: 
− In order to expand the country's international cooperation, increase export 
potential and produce competitive goods for the domestic and foreign markets, the 
system of training qualified bachelors and masters of both Uzbek and joint 
universities needs further improvement.  
− The international rating of Uzbekistan's universities and research 
organizations is not high enough at this stage, and Uzbekistan's cooperation with the 
Russian Federation in the field of education can be of great assistance in 
implementing these plans.  
− At present, the number of foreign internships required for representatives of 
Uzbek science is insufficient. 
On the basis of the above, the following recommendations can be made: 
− The basis for joint cooperation should be the development of master's and 
postgraduate programs, mutual management of postgraduate students and dual 
diploma programs, which will not only improve the quality of education, but will also 
serve as an important factor in the modernization of the country's economy and a 
source of attracting new technologies and knowledge to the economy. 
− It is necessary to consider the possibility of offering scientists from the two 
countries joint publications and to form a kind of consortium to provide educational 
services. 
− Strengthening the intensity of contacts that is possible in areas such as 
attracting young people to the exact sciences, joint scientific research, student 
exchanges and joint conferences will improve the further growth of qualified 
personnel for Uzbekistan. 
− We propose to develop the presence of Russian educational institutions in 
Uzbekistan through a system of distance learning, which would improve the level of 
training of highly qualified personnel and postgraduate education. Taking into 
account the fact that the country currently has an acute shortage of teachers with 
knowledge of foreign languages, the opening of Russian universities to train 
specialists in this area would significantly improve this area of higher education. 
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− This cooperation should be further developed, which will allow Uzbekistan to 
become a center of higher education, which is a fundamental component of human 
capital and has a direct link to the economic development of the country. 
− In world practice, the possibilities of information and communication 
technologies in education, in the form of e-learning and distance education have been 
widely used and are being applied. Mass Open Online Course (MOOK by Massive 
Open Online Course) [Isokhuzhayeva, 2019] is a training course with mass 
interactive participation with application of e-learning technologies and open access 
via Internet, one of the forms of distance education. As a complement to traditional 
course materials, such as videos, reading and homework, the Massive Open Online 
Course provides the opportunity to use interactive user forums that help create and 
maintain communities of students, teachers and assistants. 
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